Teacher Education and PK Outcomes: Are We Asking the Right Questions?

Introduction

	Research indicates that staff with more formal education provide higher quality care to young children than those with less formal education.  In addition, Pre-K is separated from K-12.  This study challenges both of these issues.  Variation in the amount of education within staff causes tension within a building.  

Research Question 1: How valid is the construct of teacher education?

	Variation in classroom quality is thought to be a result of variation in degree, major, and certification.  However, two programs offering the same certification may not be equal.  Differences also exist between requirements of different states.  Therefore, one cannot predict the quality of a teacher and his or her respective classroom based on certification alone.  One must take into account all pre-service experiences, including coursework, student teaching, and state certification requirements.

Research Question 2: How should we measure the influence of teachers on student learning?

	A detailed description of the teacher’s training is needed.  

Research Question 3: What and when are child outcome measures appropriate to examine?

	Pre-literacy and math skills are important, but they are by no means the only skills that researchers should be considering.  Executive functions such as self-regulation and sustained attention are also predictors of children’s success in the areas of math and reading.  Further, young children must be assessed at multiple time points.  Charting individual growth in key developmental areas over time must also be done.  

Research Question 4: What can we conclude from research that finds few significant relationships between teacher preparation variables and cognitive outcomes of PK children?

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Teacher education programs are highly variable so one cannot compare quality based on degree alone.  Children’s classroom experiences are more predictive of their success.  Policymakers must take into account children’s social, emotional, and behavioral skills in addition to literacy and math skills.  Schools of education must construct teacher education programs with clear standards.  
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