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Introduction
This brief summarized the paper by John Snyder and Ira Lit, primarily focusing on ways in which professional education programs can better prepare educators by emphasizing a preparation program that teaches educators child and adolescent development and how to apply it in the field. 
What Educators Need to Know and Be Able to Apply from Developmental Sciences in Order to Improve Student Learning

An example of teaching that applies developmental knowledge discusses the case of Mary Gregg, a first year teacher who graduated from the Developmental Teacher Education Program at University of California, Berkeley and teaches first grade with a total of 32 students. A learning environment dedicated to the application of developmental knowledge is clearly demonstrated in Mary’s classroom and teaching methods, which is seen in the physical, cognitive, linguistic, social, and ethical domains. 
Developmental Sciences Principles in the Classroom

There are three principles that must be understood and practiced in order to effectively teach with regard to developmental sciences: (1) knowing the children being taught is just as important as knowing the material being taught; (2) understanding that students respond differently to similar opportunities; and (3) understanding that children in the same classroom are at different stages in the multiple domains of development and applying effective strategies to meet these needs. 
In addition to these principles, there are six areas of development that are important for teachers and schools to understand and address, including physical, cognitive, linguistic, social, psychological, and ethical areas. Research also emphasizes the important link between emotion and cognition and how essential it is in children’s development and ability to learn. In order for a classroom to be emotionally supportive to children it must include a positive classroom environment, teacher sensitivity, and regard for student perspectives. 

Reshaping Preparation Programs in Include Knowledge and Application of Developmental Sciences

In order to create stronger educator preparation programs, policies and practices will need to be reshaped and thought out. The challenges associated with this includes the insufficient coursework currently found in child and adolescent development, disconnect between theory and practice as well as the lack of appropriate and current curriculum materials, and an overall lack of cohesion in these preparation programs. 
Principles for Integrating Child and Adolescent Development in Educator Preparation

The six principles for educator preparation which are established in child, adolescent and adult development theory include; (1) considering teacher candidates as developing adult learners; (2) providing opportunities for learning and applying principles of child and adolescent development by integrating developmental sciences principles throughout the curriculum; (3) organizing experiences for candidates to apply child and adolescent development principles in classrooms, schools, and communities; (4) designing programs with a consistent emphasis on child and adolescent development; (5) modeling professional teaching practices; and (6) shaping programs and practices through continual improvement.
Putting It All Together

The Erikson Institute provides a graduate level program for educators that integrates all six principles of practice and incorporates them all into a cohesive whole. The Erikson Institute does this by viewing candidates as adult learners; learning the developmental sciences knowledge base during coursework and experiences; applying the knowledge base in classrooms, schools, and communities; ensuring program consistency; using professional teaching practices; and emphasizing continuous renewal. 

Conclusion

Research shows that many educator preparation programs do not sufficiently prepare teachers to apply developmental teaching principles and practices. The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education has brought together a panel of experts to develop policy recommendations and address the issue of educator preparation programs and accreditation bodies and their role in integrating a developmental emphasis in educator preparation. 
