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Introduction

	The three chapters of this document outline how culture and learning influence each other.  It explains how development occurs within a specific cultural context, the unique ways that children can learn, and different types of formal education programs.

Development and Learning

	Every child has a right to full support in development.  Some definitions of development that have implications for policy makers and service providers include: development and learning occur continuously; children learn in many different ways; and development occurs in predictable steps and sequences.  Early childhood services must combine both modern and culturally-relevant practices in order to be effective.  The causes of poverty and inequality must be addressed so that all children live in an environment in which they can thrive.  Young children’s earliest relationships are the foundation upon which the rest of their development occurs.  Both biological and environmental factors influence a child’s language development, and these environments vary greatly depending on location.  The environments in which children learn are influenced by cultural traditions, economic, and political factors because they affect the quality and availability of caregivers.  

Living and Learning

	Children learn through guided participation in activities where they are given natural scaffolded instruction.  Daily routines in the home are a good example of these activities.  Play is an important activity for learning and development.  Children try out adult roles through play, and will use every opportunity and resource available.  Children also learn through daily tasks.  They enjoy contributing to the family, and in turn the adults value the support.  Policymakers must understand what the community expects from the child, what kinds of burdens are present in the home, and when work becomes harmful to the child.

Learning and Schooling

	When early childhood education is culturally relevant, parents are more likely to see it as valuable for their children.  Teaching children in a language other than their native language excludes them from learning.  In New Zealand, the curriculum is created from local values, expert knowledge, and children’s needs.  Kenya provides low/no-cost early education by training teachers with local inexpensive materials.  It includes parent training and special education, and integrates both traditional and modern values.  The “Wawa Wasi” program in Peru provides early childhood care in homes of members of the community, where children learn in their native tongue and interact through play.  Once children reach school-age, their families then expected them to learn the language used in formal education settings.  
	For immigrant families, early childhood education can seem foreign and inaccessible due to the language barrier, but these mothers still view it as essential for their child’s socialization.  Mothers also say that when a childcare or early education program includes routines that are familiar to the children, both they and their children are happier.

Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]	There are many developmental factors that influence a child’s learning, and these differ greatly from culture to culture.  Children learn a lot through everyday experiences and play.  Formal education also varies among cultures, but the common theme is that the program must be culturally relevant in order for both the parent and child to see it as valuable.  
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